HO      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
thinks Plato himself would admit that only a being of divine strength and wisdom could achieve that conversion ; in other words, Plato himself would have accepted the Incarnation of Christ without demur. His long quest of truth was over. From a somewhat Christianised Platonism he had passed without difficulty to a Platonic Christianity. Mr. Marcus Dods has said that Augustine's acceptance of Christianity ' was no more radical than his scepticism.' Mr. Dods might appeal to one of Augustine's heretical opponents, Petilianus, who said he had (the damnable talent of a Carneades.' However, though it is true Augustine never was a sceptic, it is monstrous to say that he was not wholly convinced of the truth of his new religion.tes his passage from Plato to Paul. He describes what he conceives to be the teaching of Plato— it is really that of Plotinus with the Christian features emphasised. He then shows how unable Plato was to communicate this sublime conception of God to the masses, how powerless the wisest of mortals would be to convert the world to it. Head never seen before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
